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Abstract

The temple is one of the most prominent religious and
administrative institutions in the civilizations of Mesopotamia, as it
constituted a major center for worship and economic and social
organization. Assyria, like the cities of southern Iraq, preserved the
tradition of naming temples with sacred names that express the attributes
and functions of the deities.

This study aims to trace the names of Sumerian temples that
appeared in Assyria with the same name. This study relies on cuneiform
texts discovered in cities such as Ashur, Nineveh, Nimrud, and Dur-
Sharrukin, while comparing them with the names of temples that appeared
in Sumerian city texts from earlier periods.

Consequently, the study of temples in ancient Iraq enables a deeper
comprehension of the structure of Mesopotamian society and helps to
illuminate the status of religion in formulating the civilizational identity of
ancient Irag, as well as its role in the emergence of the earliest cities and
states.

The genesis of the first cities in the Mesopotamian valley was linked
to the rise of temples, which formed the nucleus of urban settlement from
the fifth millennium BCE, as seen in the temples of Uruk and Eridu. With
the evolution of political and social organization, the temple became the
central axis of public life: it was the location for performing rites and
rituals, the administrative center for agricultural land management, and the
organizer of storage and distribution processes. Moreover, the temple
developed into an economic power that oversaw community affairs and
influenced both internal and external trade relations.”

Keywords: Temple , Sumerian , Assyrian ,Texts E2, Mesopotamian.
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