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Abstract

Qaraqosh and to attempt to interpret the reasons behind their emergence and the
spatial variation in their distribution across residential neighborhoods. It also seeks to
evaluate the efficiency of these commercial institutions and their capacity to serve the city
and its surrounding region. The study reveals an unequal distribution of commercial
outlets between different neighborhoods. Some neighborhoods—such as Baghdeda,
Soumer, and Sanharib—are characterized by a concentration of specialized, clustered,
industrial, and artisanal commercial services. In contrast, other neighborhoods—such as
Akkad and Kalakh—suffer from a deficiency in commercial services that is
disproportionate to their population size. Although the number of commercial
establishments has increased in parallel with population growth, this expansion has
occurred in a random manner, without adherence to planning standards, and without
balanced distribution across the city’s neighborhoods. The research also indicates that
most commercial shops are concentrated along the city’s main streets, leading to traffic
congestion due to the high number of shoppers in these commercial corridors.
Additionally, the lack of specialization among the shops within individual commercial

streets has created challenges that are inconsistent with the city’s historical significance
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and its cultural role. This study attempts to uncover the reality of the commercial
function in Qaraqosh, identify the major problems facing commercial establishments,
and propose a set of recommendations aimed at developing and enhancing the city's

commercial sector.

Keywords: Commercial Function, Commercial Center, Isolated Stores, Industrial Zone,

Commercial Strips
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