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Abstract[]
Al-Mustansir Billah Abu Jaafar Mansur bin Al-Zahir bi-Amr Allah. Al-Mustansir Billah was born in Safar of
the year (588 AH) to a Turkish slave girl. His grandfather Al-Nasir called him "the judge" because of his
intelligence. He was pledged allegiance to the Caliphate in Baghdad after the death of his father in Rajab of the
year (623 AH). He spread justice among the people, and applied fairness in cases, and brought people of
knowledge and religion closer, and built mosques, schools and hospitals. During the short-lived rule of Caliph
Al-Zahir, a fire devoured the Dome of Al-Kadhimiya, so the Caliph began to rebuild it, but death overtook him
the following year, and his son Al-Mustansir, who assumed the Caliphate after him, completed his father's
work. Among his most important cultural and urban works was his undertaking in the year (625 AH / 1227 AD)
to build the Mustansiriya School on the banks of the Tigris, next to the Caliphate House, and he mobilized
builders and technicians for it. Work on it continued diligently and actively for about six years, during which
the cost of it amounted to seven hundred thousand dinars, which is a huge amount if we know the purchasing

power of the dinar at that time, as the highest employee in it received twelve dinars. He also built the Sharabiya
School: a historical school in Baghdad. Its foundation dates back to the Abbasid era, and it was located on the
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eastern side, specifically in the Sultan Market. It was built by Shams al-Din Abu al-Azhar Ahmad bin al-Nagqid,
the agent of the Caliph al-Mustansir Billah, in the year 1230. It is currently located on the banks of the Tigris
River on the eastern side of Baghdad at the southern corner. He used to build bridges, arches, inns and arches
on the roads from all sides, and he worked in every neighborhood of Baghdad as a guest house for the poor,
especially in the month of Ramadan, and he endowed valuable books to the Mustansiriya School. Al-Mustansir
Billah was the thirty-sixth caliph of the Abbasid Caliphate. He had many immortal architectural and cultural
achievements that [ will try to collect and arrange chronologically according to the historical texts written about
the life of this caliph. Al-Mustansir Billah died on the tenth of Jumada al-Akhira in the year (640 AH), so he
was fifty-three years old.Keywords: Abbasid era, Al-Mustansiriya, Al-Sharabia, Hospital, Al-Kadhimiya
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