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Abstract

This study investigates the fragmentation of land ownership and its impact on agricultural areas
in the Al-Abbasi Subdistrict. It aims to identify the main causes behind land fragmentation and to
assess its resulting effects. Al-Abbasi is considered one of the key regions with high agricultural
productivity, covering a total area of 204.133 donums. Of this, 70.903 donums are classified as
arable land, while 133.231 donums are deemed non-arable due to factors such as rugged terrain,
paved roads, residential buildings, and other activities including industrial and commercial uses.
These lands are distributed across the 12 districts that comprise the study area. The loss of such a
significant portion of land has played a major role in declining agricultural productivity.

The research addresses key questions such as: What are the negative impacts of land
fragmentation on agricultural areas? What role does the size of agricultural holdings play in this
process? And do geographic characteristics influence land fragmentation?

Based on field studies and questionnaire surveys, several factors contributing to increased
fragmentation of agricultural ownership were identified. These include population growth,
pressure on agricultural lands, and urban expansion at the expense of farmland. A particularly
significant factor has been the proximity of agricultural land to residential settlements, leading to
the sale and reclassification of land from agricultural to residential use. Moreover, a primary
reason behind the intensification of this issue is the division of agricultural units through
inheritance, which has emerged as a central driver of land fragmentation.
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