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Abstract
This study addresses the topic of "The Theory of Emanation and Its Relationship to Tawhid," a central concept
in Islamic philosophy. It presents a comparative analytical reading among philosophers, mystics, and
theologians. The study proceeds from the premise that emanation was not merely a metaphysical conception of
the world emanating from God, but rather an interpretive tool that influenced the understanding of the intrinsic,
attributive, and actional tawhid, contributing to the formation of fundamental differences between Islamic
schools of thought.
Philosophers approached emanation within the framework of the law of causality, viewing it as a necessary
emanation of the world from the Necessary Being, which led to a rational tawhid based on simplicity and
necessity, while diminishing the role of direct divine will. Mystics, on the other hand, viewed emanation as a
voluntary manifestation of the Truth in the levels of existence, linked to the Muhammadan truth and the unity of
being, where every act becomes a manifestation of God's absolute efficacy. While theologians rejected the theory
of emanation in its philosophical form, considering it incompatible with the tawhid of actions, they asserted that
God is a free-willed creator who does whatever He wills by His will, and that creation does not proceed from
necessity but from will and wisdom.

Thus, the research demonstrates that the theory of emanation constituted a point of convergence and divergence
between the three schools. For philosophers, it represents a strict rational framework; for mystics, it represents a
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witnessing experience based on revelation; and for theologians, it represents a rejected conception that
contradicts the concept of voluntary action. The research then reveals the profound impact of this theory on
formulating the concept of tawhid and defining God's relationship with the world.

Keywords: The theory of emanation, understanding tawhid, philosophers, mystics, and theologians
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