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Abstract
This research addresses the problematic nature of "Ijma™ (consensus) as a legislative source in Islamic
jurisprudence, clarifying the ongoing debate surrounding its authoritativeness despite its general adoption across
all legal schools. The concept of [jma“ and its method of inference differ fundamentally among the juristic schools.
For the Majority (Ahl al-Sunnah), consensus is an argument based on the infallibility of the community (Ummah).
In contrast, Ibn Hazm, as the imam of the Zahir1 school, restricts consensus to the era of the Companions, viewing
it merely as an indicator of a decisive text. Meanwhile, for Imami Shi'a, as elucidated by al-Allamah al-Hillj,
consensus is not an independent source of legislation but rather a method for discovering the opinion of the
Infallible Imam. The concept is based on the principle of Divine Grace (qa‘idat al-lutf), which posits that God,
out of grace, would not allow the community to unanimously agree on an error, necessitating that the Infallible
Imam's view (whether he is present or in occultation) is included among the scholars to guide them from
falsehood.This approach differs radically from the Majority's view, which posits the infallibility of the entire
community, and from Ibn Hazm's view, which asserts the infallibility of the Companions' consensus. The Imam1
school, instead, asserts the infallibility of the Imam alone. This paper delves into these three perspectives to
analyze not only what each school states but why, demonstrating how their respective concepts of [jma“ are the
logical and inevitable outcome of their holistic worldviews.The study of scholars like Ibn Hazm and al-Allamah
al-Hilli teaches us that great minds do not merely answer questions but reframe the questions themselves. They
shifted the debate from a mere search for consensus to a deeper inquiry into the meaning of certainty and authority
in religion. Their true legacy lies not in the answers they provided, but in the profound questions they raised,
which continue to challenge and motivate Islamic thought to this day. Keywords: [jma“ (Consensus), Ibn Hazm,
al-Allamah al-Hilli, al-Jumhiir (The Majority).
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