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Abstract
Pollution is defined as any physical, chemical, or biological alteration affecting water, air, or soil, which results
in adverse impacts on human health and other living organisms. This study investigates the most prominent
manifestations of visual pollution in the city of Baghdad, specifically on the Al-Karkh side — Al-Hurriya
District, due to the considerable risks it poses to public health, human behavior, comfort, and overall quality of
life. Merely observing this phenomenon does not adequately reflect its potential future implications; rather, it
necessitates proactive measures to identify and implement effective solutions.The findings indicate that the
most evident manifestations of visual pollution in Al-Hurriya District include the negligence of solid waste
collection, urban disorder caused by the intermixing of residential and commercial land uses within the same
neighborhood, the deterioration of building facades, and the proliferation of random parking areas over
sidewalks and roadways. In addition, the encroachment of street vendors on pedestrian spaces, unregulated
advertisements, promotional signage, and structural violations within streets further exacerbate the situation.
The absence of systematic urban planning has also resulted in disorganized sewage networks and the spread of
electricity poles and tangled wires, which constitute visual obstructions that distort the appearance of residential
areas. Collectively, these factors have produced an unhealthy and unsustainable environmental and social
setting, characterized by a decline in green spaces, the spread of beggars, and the presence of stray animals—
all of which reinforce a prevailing sense of urban disorder. Such multidimensional challenges create a visually
inconsistent environment, thereby underscoring the urgent need for decisive interventions and the formulation
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of a comprehensive strategy to improve the urban landscape of Al-Hurriya District. Keywords: Al-Karkh
District, visual pollution, environmental pollution.
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