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Abstract:

Time holds a central place in Islamic thought, not only as a theological concept
related to destiny and divine decree, but also as a structural pillar in the organization
of society. Islamic civilization exhibited a profound awareness of time—evident in
its religious rituals tied to precise timings, as well as in its administrative and social
systems. This study explores the historical significance of time in Islam by examining
three major areas: the origin and development of the Hijri calendar, the invention
and use of timekeeping devices, and the role of time in shaping work, worship, and
governance. Employing a descriptive and analytical methodology, the research draws
on historical and juristic sources while comparing different Islamic eras. Key findings
highlight that the Islamic perception of time was remarkably advanced since the first
Hijri century. The Hijri calendar emerged as a symbolic and administrative tool of
Islamic identity, while Muslim scholars pioneered the creation of precise timekeeping
instruments. Moreover, the regulation of time served as a foundation for discipline
and productivity in the Islamic state. The study concludes by calling for a revival of
Islamic time-consciousness as a response to contemporary challenges in productivity

and civilizational development.

Keywords: Islamic time, Hijri calendar, Astronomical clocks, Prayer timings, Is-

lamic administration.
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