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Abstract:
This study examines the maxim “Every loan that brings a benefit is riba” from two contrasting perspectives: the
weakness of its commonly cited hadith attribution on the one hand, and its strong, well-established presence in
the classical legal literature on the other. The research aims to trace the origin of this maxim and to clarify the
foundation upon which its wide acceptance in Islamic jurisprudence is based.The study demonstrates that the
maxim is not an authentic Prophetic hadith, but rather an inductively derived juristic principle formulated by
scholars through examining the definitive textual meanings related to the prohibition of riba and its objectives,
as well as through surveying the legal opinions of the Companions, the Successors, and the sustained acceptance
it received from leading jurists. This cumulative practical reception led to the establishment of the maxim as a
sound and authoritative legal rule governing loans and their associated benefits.The study concludes that the
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strength of the maxim lies not in its isnad, but in the soundness of its meaning, the consistency of juristic
practice, and its harmony with overarching Shari‘ah objectives. Consequently, objections based solely on its
weak chain of transmission fail to undermine its juristic authority.Keywords: loan, riba, loan benefits, legal

maxims, inductively derived maxims
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