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Abstract

The two indicators (the index of longevity and the dependency ratio) are demographic
indicators that give a clear picture of the productive power of the population and the
extent of its vitality, which were used in this research to reveal the variables that occurred
on the ages of the population and their variation between the governorates of the Middle
Euphrates between the years 1997 and 2021.

The urbanization index index in the Middle Euphrates governorates was characterized
by its high youth, as it declined clearly during the research period. After the value of the
index was (0.085) in 1997, it decreased to (0.068) in 2021, and this is a result of the
decrease in the proportion of the elderly, which indicates Despite the decline in the
average age of the population, in 1997, Al-Muthanna Governorate recorded the highest
index of longevity index, reaching (0.095), while Babil Governorate was at the bottom of
the ranking with an index of longevity of (0.075), due to the high population fertility there.
The ranking of the governorates changed for the year 2021, as the Governorate topped the
list. Najaf has a longevity index of (0.072), and Al-Muthanna Governorate is at the bottom
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of the ranking with a longevity index of (0.064). This is due to the high birth rate there.

As for the dependency ratio, it decreased during the research period. After it constituted
(94.29%) in 1997, it decreased to (79.5%) in 2021, which indicates a decrease in the
proportion of the population (young people + the elderly) with an increase The proportion
of middle-aged people, spatially, Al-Muthanna Governorate ranked first in 1997 with a
dependency ratio of (105.97%), and Karbala Governorate took the bottom of the ranking
with a dependency ratio of (90.5%). This is a result of the low birth rate, and in 2021 Al-
Muthanna Governorate did not change its registration The highest dependency ratio was
(82.5%), and Najaf Governorate had the lowest dependency ratio, amounting to (76.46%).
This is due to the high crude death rate, of which deaths of the elderly constituted a
percentage of (42.8%) of the governorate’s total deaths. Therefore, the elderly must
receive a sufficient amount of attention and care and benefit from the rise in the
productive population group through the establishment of development projects that

accommodate this group.

Keywords : Longevity Index , Dependency Ratio , Middle Euphrates governorates.
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