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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of drug abuse in Kirkuk, focusing on the social
and economic aspects influencing its spread. The research relied on a descriptive analytical
approach, supported by a field study that included a random sample of (120) drug offenders
between the ages of 14and 30. Data was collected using questionnaires and field surveys and
analyzed using statistical tools such as frequencies and percentages to analyze influencing
factors. The results showed a statistically significant relationship between poverty,
unemployment, weak family ties, and lack of awareness, and high rates of drug abuse.

The study also showed that the most affected groups are those suffering from economic
pressures or family disintegration. The research concluded that it is necessary to adopt
preventive programs targeting youth, while strengthening the role of educational, media,
and health institutions in raising awareness, in addition to supporting families facing
difficult economic circumstances.
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