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Abstract

This research explores the proposed overland connection project across the Strait of Hormuz
between Bandar Abbas (Iran) and Ras Al Khaimah (UAE), viewing it as a new model in political
geographical thought that reflects a shift in traditional concepts of borders, sovereignty, and regional
influence. The study aims to analyze this project through the lens of geographical thought, focusing on
its implications for the balance of power in the Arabian Gulf region and potential transformations in
inter-state relations. It also seeks to examine the feasibility of transforming straits from points of

conflict into bridges for integration and civilizational exchange

The research adopts an analytical and critical methodology and offers an in-depth intellectual
reading of the concept of political geography in light of cross-border connectivity projects. It
emphasizes the strategic geographical significance of the Strait of Hormuz as one of the world’s most
vital maritime passages. The study also highlights the economic dimensions of the proposed project,

particularly its impact on regional and international trade flows

Moreover, the research addresses the security considerations of turning the strait from a
maritime checkpoint into a land transit point, with associated changes in regional control dynamics. It
examines regional and global powers’ positions on the project and the divergence of interests among

stakeholders, illustrating the tension between traditional and emerging geographical logics

The study outlines future scenarios for the project’s trajectory and proposes sustainable

geographic cooperation models for Gulf states. It concludes that such projects could serve as a

framework for redefining borders in contemporary political geographical discourse.
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