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Summary:

Abu al-Sa‘adat Majd al-Din ibn al-Athir was an Arab historian and scholar, considered one of the
prominent figures of the sixth century AH. He was born on the island of Ibn ‘Umar and grew up in a
distinguished Arab family renowned for its scholarship, belonging to the Banu Shayban. His family, in addition
to its noble lineage, enjoyed wealth and prosperity and held a prominent and respected position among the
princes of Mosul during the Atabeg state of that period.Majd al-Din ibn al-Athir moved with his father and
brothers from the island of Ibn ‘Umar to Mosul while he was still young, where he received his primary
education under a distinguished group of renowned scholars, including Abu Bakr al-Qurtubi, Abu Muhammad
al-Dahhan, Abu al-Fadl al-Tusi (the preacher of Mosul), Abu Yasir ibn Abi Hubba, Abu al-Qasim al-Farati, Abu
al-Faraj ibn Kulaib, Abu Ja‘far al-Wasti (Imam of the Wast Mosque), Abu al-Hazm al-Maksini, Abu Ahmad ibn
Sukayna, and many others. He mastered the sciences of language, jurisprudence, hadith, and other disciplines.A
distinguished group of scholars also studied under him, including Abu al-Khair, Abu Hafs, Abu al-Hasan, Abu
Ja‘far, Abu al-‘Abbas, Abu al-Qasim, his brother ‘Izz al-Din ibn al-Athir, his brother Diya’ al-Din ibn al-Athir,
al-Shihab al-Qawsi, Fakhr al-Din, and Imam Taj al-Din Abd al-Muhsin al-Bajirbaqi, among others, who carried
forward his knowledge and transmitted his works.Majd al-Din ibn al-Athir enjoyed great respect among
scholars, literati, and historians, who praised his learning, virtue, and writings. He passed away at the end of the
month of Dhu al-Hijjah in the year 606 AH at the age of approximately 63, leaving a luminous scholarly legacy
that had a significant impact on the intellectual and academic life of his era.
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