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Transformations of Critical Vision in the Discourse of Critic Sami Shihab Al-

Jubouri

Dr. Guldan Adnan Noor Al-Din

quldanadnan@uokirkuk.edu.iq

Abstract

Conscious critical discourses founded upon openness, inclusivity, and the bridging of
intellectual cross-pollination constitute an expansive epistemological repository, given the
visions, ideas, and mechanisms they encompass, which possess the capacity to influence and
reshape entrenched perceptions, seeking to renew them in accordance with a critical system
that aspires toward divergence, enhancement, and development. In alignment with this
approach, we observed that the discourse of the critic Sami Shihab Al-Jubouri at times
adopts a position of rootedness, and at others shifts toward deviation and departure from the
conventional. Through his two works dealing with the dialectics of critical discourse
concerning the poetry of Abu Al-Ala’ Al-Ma’arri, and through his reliance on the mechanism
of meta-criticism, we were able to discern the scope of his critical field and trace the
transformations oscillating between a univocal vision grounded in the issuance of judgments
based on particular mental orientations, and a binary vision that seeks to reinforce prior
knowledge structures and reshape them within new frameworks. In accordance with this
orientation, the research plan comprised a prelude and two main sections: the prelude
discusses the project of meta-criticism, the structure and types of discourse, as well as the
notion and forms of vision, concluding with a brief biography of the critic Sami Al-Jubouri.
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The first section, titled “Univocal Critical Vision,” investigates the importance of selecting texts
amenable to judgment, the notion of disregarding certain concepts, and ultimately, the steering
of judgments toward their intended ends.

The second section, “Binary Critical Vision,” elucidates the role of observation and the
reinforcement of concepts through a spirit of reliance on prior foundations via binary
opposition, dialectical analysis, and the uncovering of internal tensions, in addition to
addressing the dynamics of voice and counter-voice.

Keywords: Vision; Criticism; Discourse; Sami Al-Jubouri
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