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3 Abstract:

3 The contract represents one of the most prominent legal acts
] that create mutual obligations, especially in civil law. Howev-
3 er, the principles of traditional contract theory, especially the
= principle of the sovereignty of the will, are no longer sufficient
3 to confront the new concepts in the contemporary legal sys—
;3; tem. These concepts came as a result of the developments that
'Q‘ affected contract theory, which are witnessed by the legal and

economic systems, and their impact on contractual relations,
and the inability of defects of will in their traditional form to
protect the consent of the party. Therefore, the need arose for
a modern legal concept that keeps pace with these develop-
ments, ensures the achievement of contractual balance, and
provides protection for the consent of the contracting parties,
especially the weak contracting party, in the face of the abuse
of the strong party by using its economic position to achieve
its interests at the expense of the weak party. This is known
as economic coercion, which constitutes one of the defects of
' the contemporary will that leads to a diminution of the hu-
man will and deviates from sound choice, which necessitates a
review of the provisions of consent and the validity of consent
in concluding contracts, in line with the development of eco-
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nomic and social life. Most national legislations have adopted
this theory with the aim of achieving contractual balance, by
confronting cases of arbitrary exploitation of the economic
situation, and to achieve contractual justice. This represents an
actual revival of the provisions of The general theory of con-
tracts, having declined in favor of special legislation, is now
recognized within the general rules of civil law. This repre—
sents a positive step and an explicit recognition of its effec—
tive role in protecting the will of contracting parties. Unlike
French law, Iraqi law does not regulate economic coercion,
which does not mean it should not be considered if it occurs.
Keywords : Economic coercion, economic dependence, con—
tractual equilibrium.
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