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The population sizes of cities are a combination of natural
and human factors and affect the ranks of cities. If these
factors are concentrated in a city, this city takes urban
dominance over the rest of the cities. On the contrary, if these
factors were distributed over the cities, there would be a
balance in the urban system of cities. This is approximately
in developing countries. By applying Zipf's law to the
administrative units of Nineveh Governorate, there is a clear
difference between the actual size and the ideal size
according to Zipf's law. The administrative units differ in the
city of Nineveh between descending and ascending in the
size ranks. The city of Mosul took first place among the
administrative units and by a large margin over the other
units from 1997 to 2023. This indicates that the city of Mosul
enjoys great urban dominance over the rest of the cities for
the years of study. This is due to its enjoyment of all services
and characteristics, including educational and cultural
services, government departments, location, climate and
terrain that qualify it, as the location, climate and terrain are
considered the political and administrative center of the city
of Nineveh, and all educational and cultural services and
government departments are concentrated in it.
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