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ABSTRACT

The research aims to identify the importance of sports marketing strategies and
their role in achieving sustainable performance for some Iragi sports clubs, as
well as to explore the concept of sustainable performance and the level of its
dimensions among the administrative bodies of sports clubs in Iraq.

To achieve this goal, the researcher employed the descriptive method using the
survey approach, as it is suitable for the nature of the study’s objectives. The
research population consisted of the administrative bodies of sports clubs in the
central region of lIraq, totaling 135 administrative members selected
intentionally. The research sample included 100 members, divided into an
exploratory sample of 10 administrative members (representing 10% of the total
sample) and an application sample of 80 administrative members (representing
80% of the total sample).

To collect data, the researcher prepared a questionnaire consisting of 27 items
related to sports marketing strategies distributed across four main dimensions:
strategic marketing planning, modern marketing techniques, management of
marketing relationships and partnerships, and evaluation and sustainability of
marketing performance. Another 22 items were devoted to the sustainable
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performance questionnaire, distributed across four main dimensions: financial,
beneficiary, learning and growth, and internal operations.

The results indicated that clubs adopting comprehensive marketing plans based
on brand development, sponsorship attraction, fan base expansion, and effective
management of self-resources achieve higher levels of stability and
sustainability compared to others. Accordingly, the study recommends
establishing specialized sports marketing units within clubs to develop and
implement marketing plans, train administrative staff in modern sports
marketing concepts, enhance partnerships with the private sector, and diversify
funding sources through sponsorship and sports investment. Furthermore, it
emphasizes the importance of digital marketing and sports media as essential
tools for building club identity and enhancing the sustainability of its
performance in the long term.
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