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“The Semantic Evolution of Terms between Linguistics and the

Objectives of Islamic Law”
Qusay Mahmoud Khalaf

Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of 'The Semantic Evolution of Terms between
Linguistics and the Objectives of Islamic Law," through an applied study of a group of
terms used in financial transactions, such as 'sale, usury, loan, salam, cancellation,"
and others. It aims to demonstrate the impact of temporal and social contexts on the
changing meanings of these terms, while also highlighting the role of Islamic objectives
in regulating this evolution and ensuring the stability of concepts. The research
proceeds from the premise that linguistics is not limited to the rules of grammar and
morphology, but extends beyond them to trace the evolution of meaning according to
usage, making it an essential tool for understanding Islamic law and its application to
reality, The research is divided into two sections: theoretical and applied. The first
section addresses the relationship between linguistics and objectives, highlighting the
importance of context and intent in understanding the meaning of terms. The second
section analyzes linguistic and legal texts, demonstrating how context has influenced
the transformation of meaning, while establishing scientific controls to prevent
semantic deviation or false interpretation, The study concluded that understanding the
connotations of words in light of the objectives is the basis for renewing ijtihad and
keeping pace with developments without compromising fundamental principles. It also
highlighted the difference between permissible semantic development that serves the
objectives and prohibited change that leads to substitution and distortion, thus
contributing to the promotion of a precise and disciplined contemporary legal

language.
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