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The lofty readings of Al-Maturidih

dr. dia' sarhan khala

Email: dsrsunsm@@uokirkuk.edu.i
Summary

Qur’anic exegetes have shown great interest in the Holy Qur’an in general and in
Qur’anic readings (qira’at) in particular, each according to their intellectual tendencies,
scholarly background, and human capacity. Some scholars focused solely on the authentic
(canonical) readings, while others extended their attention to include various types of
readings, especially the anomalous (shadhdh) readings. Scholars of Qur’anic recitation
primarily concentrated on the sound, authentic readings and their interpretation, as these
are considered Qur’an—recited and ritually binding. The anomalous readings, on the
other hand, received less attention and few scholarly works were devoted to them, as they
are impermissible for recitation in prayer due to their lack of tawatur (mass

transmission).

Authentic readings are ten in number. Any reading beyond these ten is categorized as
"anomalous readings" (qira’at shadhdha), which are not mutawatir, cannot be
considered Qur’an, and are invalid for ritual prayer. Therefore, they lack a fundamental
condition of a sound reading, and scholars have agreed unanimously that such readings

should not be used in recitation, since they are not Qur’an due to the absence of tawatur.

Despite this, anomalous readings represent a significant intellectual heritage and a rich
source for exegetical study, legal argumentation, clarification of Qur’anic meanings, and
more. Among the exegetes who gave considerable attention to Qur’anic readings was al-

Maturidi (d. 333 AH), who frequently cited and relied upon them in his tafsir Ta’wilat
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Ahl al-Sunna. He often interpreted verses by referring to various readings, both

canonical and anomalous, and had a

profound mastery of tafsir and its sciences. In this research, I focused specifically on
anomalous readings as cited in his tafsir, highlighting how he uniquely referenced some

readings that were not mentioned in other available sources.
The research is divided into two main sections:

The first section discusses the life of al-Maturidi—his name, lineage, teachers, students,

and his written works.

The second section defines the sound (authentic) readings and their conditions, followed
by a detailed explanation of the anomalous readings. It also includes the names of the
four readers beyond the ten canonical ones, whose readings are considered anomalous, as
well as the types of anomalous readings. The section concludes with juristic opinions on
the use of anomalous readings as evidence, their legal status, research findings, and a list

of sources.

Keywords: Anomalous Reading, Argumentation, Exegetical, Conditions of Recitation,

Tawatur, al-Maturidi.
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