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RepresentationsofHappinessin Medieval Christian
philosophy:A study of the Thought of Augustine |
Boethius|and Thomas Aquinas

Dr . Zainab Waly Shwia

Al-Mustansiriya University_College of Arts_Department of Philosophy

Abstract

his study examines the representations of happiness in medieval
TChristian philosophy through the thought of Augustinel Boethius and
Thomas Aquinas. It focuses on analyzing the philosophical and theological
foundations underlying their perspectives and on how these contributed to
shaping a comprehensive conception of happiness that balances reason and
faithl viewing it as the ultimate telos of human existence. The research shows
that each philosopher offered a distinct account: Augustine conceived of
happiness as a spiritual end realized in union with God; Boethius emphasized
the role of reason and virtue in attaining it; while Aquinas developed a
rational framework that integrated both theological and philosophical
elements culminating in perfect happiness manifested in the vision of God.
The study concludes that these conceptions were not merely reflections of their
intellectual and religious milieu but rather contributed to a reconfiguration of
the philosophical notion of happiness endowing medieval Christian thought
with a profound originality and leaving a lasting impact on subsequent
Western philosophy.
Keywords:Happiness — Augustine — Boethius — Thomas Aquinas — God
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