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This research provides a historical overview of the role of Soviet
diplomacy at the Genoa International Economic Conference held in Italy
in early April 1922. This conference represented a pivotal opportunity
and a historic moment for Soviet foreign policy. The Soviets'
participation aimed to break their international isolation from capitalist
nations, particularly after Soviet Russia had been experiencing diplomatic
isolation from the capitalist world since the Bolsheviks came to power in
October 1917 and waged an existential war until the eve of 1921.
However, following the end of the civil war, they implemented a new
economic policy, historically known as the New Economic Policy (NEP),
in early 1922. This policy gained acceptance and approval from the
Western capitalist countries, which were hostile to the Soviets. These
countries hoped to consider resuming investment in Russia. Indeed,
during the Cannes International Conference in France in early 1922, the
capitalist countries extended an invitation to the Soviet leadership to
attend the Genoa International Economic Conference. The Soviet
leadership immediately accepted the invitation, considering it a historic
opportunity to present their proposals and policy program on various
issues. International, but when the conference was held, there was a
hardening of positions from all international parties, so the Soviet
delegation took advantage of the lack of agreement on international
issues and rushed to conclude a secret treaty with the Germans known as
the “Raplu” Treaty in mid-April 1922. This provoked the displeasure and
anger of the representatives of the capitalist countries, and was
considered a political and diplomatic victory for the Soviet leadership in
terms of foreign relations with Europe.
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