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Abstract:

This study demonstrates the effectiveness of decentralization in
Japan by examining the nature of its response to crises. Two catastrophic
events were selected: the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami and the
2019 COVID-19 pandemic. The nature of their response to the
catastrophic effects was analyzed. he analysis was based on three key
dimensions of decentralization that served as a framework for evaluating
the effectiveness of the response...": extensive decentralization in favor
of local governments; central leadership in local governments; and
horizontal relationships between local governments. Through these
dimensions, the practical nature of their responses during disasters was
analyzed. The results indicated that, although local governments enjoy
extensive autonomy in their response, this advantage was not linked to
the response of the central government. Horizontal communication
between local governments also faltered, indicating the existence of
numerous gaps in the balance between all levels of government.
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(1) Ken Victor Leonard Hijino :Local Government in Japan, in Robert J.
Pekkanen and Saadim M., (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Japanes Politics |,
Oxford University Press 2022,p145.

( 2) Satoshi Shimizutani : Local Government in Japan: New Directions

in Governance toward Citizens' Autonomy, Asia-Pacific Review, 17:2,2010, p105.
(3) Ken Victor Leonard Hijino : Op cite,p145.

(4) Satoru Ohsugi, Local Governments and Public Administration, in Koichiro
Agata, Hiroaki Inatsugu, Hideaki Shiroyama (ed.) Op. cite,p124.
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(2) Ken Victor Leonard Hijino : Op. cite ,p148.

( 3) Shun'ichi Furukawa: 'An Institutional Framework for Japanese Crisis
Management',. Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, 18(1):2000 .p13

)

-Vol 15, December, 2,2025



Tere Ja¥logls (10) aoadl (T) sl Apwsluudly Ags W1 podeld ,LVT dxoler dixo

Ll clalad) 8 Waiadie paAY) (el g ddy ja Cilaaaill Liavads e cany o 550
Ol bl o clallaill o3 553 Caaly 35 il jall s A 5 ciasalal) Al )
vie dolaall cile &all G o sball 3 e S ¢ () cpal) GlI3 Sig Caaizai g ¢ aalal)
O cmnd sy sbaall ciloaldl saclisa o il Y Aime dilaia b 5,8 S ¢ b5
sLaba) (3 85 Ada il < 58 Jlus ) Led g Wl UL sl maen (g0 lalll Jadis
Js ) pi LaS ¢ A gl) AaSlall Al il e 2Ly sl aga 5 Alae Ao S JST A
el A Sall ()8 ial) joe Alaall Sl Sall e el Galae Gl 55
) sl e sSall s acal) il e 2l s ) juaiall

a3 Jaalill sale ) Jel (85 ) juaiall ghaliall 7 jla dolaall il Sall 4S jLia )
DRl VLS o)) 588 1) G dad (8 850k s s O gida sall Lead alaty A
Jabie aed @ 3K O 3o jail Adlias A8Dle g 30l jd 65 AEY) Bl _au )l ye
e e aaad La Llle 30 A jUal) laaSU i) 8 cillailadl 4L )
) Al gl e S e 23S all Al Rialial

KATAREPR I T
b ) YA 43S e At

Cre D) 0l 58 8 e g 5 S i A 3Spe0l cuy UL
328 gaal Liida | HLaid) aay <l 3¥) OMA Leide B il K0 ¢ Aniundl (g 8l Jd
Jal e Lol craa e I Gl La g ¢ 45 Ul ¢l puaiall Auaiiy) 8 4 55 )
Aol e (ll 73S (e 31 Julat (3l 130 ¢ 25 URD) Sl cilalial Al
DA S U
P YN Y ale oS ga g aligadiy JISL) Y

Leildadlae 5 Ol (§ 03 58 5 55 aal) (i g JI 3 ) pmia Vo)) le (4
oslie (Ao Dla 24 S B Cshiaiy Ll Sy o laas il gl (A A )l
e Jama JI3 ST a5 QU (8 3OBY) e Jaie JI51) ST adia g ¢ jis
O RS (A i s ) sl gLl 1IN Gaalia iy V40w ale die allall (5 sl
Clald) aliy) g ces AN Alall O yaall g JedY) e 5 dalid) ) Al pea g xie il Y s
Aabisall cardy ads ¢ Jalall 4 @ yieglS 0-2 ) duai ddlsal S 5 58 dalis Jsb e
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University Press, 2013,p153.
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(1) Hiroaki Inatsugu , The Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima
Nuclear Accident , in Koichiro Agata, Hiroaki Inatsugu, Hideaki Shiroyama (ed.)
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( 3) Mikio Ishiwatari: Institutional Coordination of Disaster Management:
Engaging National and Local Governments in Japan. Natural Hazards Review,
22(1),2021 p2.

(4) Masakatsu Okamoto, Op. cite ,p 342.
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(1) Kenji Koshiyama: "Characteristics of Emergency Response at the Great East
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(2) Itoko Suzuki .Yuko Kaneko : Japan’s Disaster Governance How was the 3.11
Crisis Managed, Springer, New York,2015,p42.
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(1) K. luchi,R. Olshansky: Revisiting Tohoku’s 5-Year Recovery: Community
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S., Maki, N., luchi, K. (eds) The 2011 Japan Earthquake and Tsunami:
Reconstruction and Restoration. Advances in Natural and Technological Hazards
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(2)Jiang Y, Yamazawa N, Kato A, Adu-Gyamfi B, Shaw R. Reflections on
pandemic governance in Japan. Pandemic Risk, Response, and Resilience.
2022:p198.

(3) Kadomatsu N. Legal countermeasures against COVID-19 in Japan:
effectiveness and limits of non-coercive measures. China-EU Law J. ;8(1-2):2022
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