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Summary:

The study shed light on the cultural conditions in Egypt and the Levant during the reign
of Sultan Al-Ashraf Qaitbay, whose era was considered a miniature model of the Mamluk
period due to its comprehensive civilizational prosperity. This period was marked by the
strength of the Mamluk military class, the increase in the number of imported Mamluks
(jilban), and the emergence of several historians from among their ranks. Religious scholars
held a prestigious status, and the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence enjoyed wide influence. The
Sultan supported merchants by abolishing some taxes, but later resorted to harsh economic
policies to confront crises, which negatively affected social classes, especially peasants and
commoners. The country experienced natural disasters and outbreaks of the plague, along
with a decline in industries due to economic collapse and the misconduct of the jilban
Mamluks. Women held a high status and participated in public and religious life. Non-
Muslims and foreigners were granted certain rights, though under restrictions. The Sultan was
devoted to scholars and knowledge, leading to a flourishing of writings in various fields.
Architecture thrived, thanks to his support for religious and public construction. Festivals
played a vital role in social cohesion. The Sultan worked to secure trade routes, combat
Bedouin corruption, and grant privileges to foreign trade, which helped maintain economic
activity despite the challenges.
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