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Summary:

This study investigates the role of the governors of Mosul during the Umayyad period
(113-126 AH / 731-749 CE), focusing on three prominent figures: al-Walid ibn Talid al-
‘Absi, al-Walid ibn Bukayr, and Abu Quhafa al-Muzani. The research underscores the
strategic importance of Mosul as a major political, military, and economic center, serving as a
focal point for Kharijite activity and other uprisings opposing Umayyad authority. The
governorship of al-Walid ibn Talid was distinguished by his effective suppression of internal
disturbances, most notably the revolt of Bahlul ibn Bishr, alongside his contributions to
Islamic conquests and the maintenance of internal security. His tenure also witnessed
significant urban reforms, including the completion of the excavation of the Nahr al-
Makshuf, the construction of watermills, and the improvement of public roads, which
collectively enhanced Mosul’s agricultural and economic vitality. Al-Walid ibn Bukayr,
despite his brief governorship, is noted for his scholarly engagement in the transmission of
Hadith as well as his role in resisting the revolt of Zayd ibn ‘Ali. Abu Quhafa al-Muzani’s
administration was characterized by efforts to settle Arab tribes, preserve public order, and
prevent the spread of large-scale uprisings such as that of ‘Abd Allah ibn Mu‘awiya. The
study concludes that the governors of Mosul played a decisive role in consolidating
administrative and military stability, thereby ensuring the city’s continued integration into
Umayyad control.

Keywords: Mosul, governors' efforts, second century AH, Al-Walid ibn Bakir,
Abu Quhafa Al-Muzni.
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