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The concubine who became Empress of China (1853 — 1861 AD)
Prof. Dr. Sami Saleh Al-Sayyad
Abstract

History is one of the important doors of knowledge that must be open at the present stage, because
it is the path of all humanity, and we believe that history is the history of peoples, but we must
think in a more accurate scientific way, so that we do not neglect the role of individuals in history
and its events, as they influence the course of history through their works, achievements and
production.

Rather, the making of civilizations was carried out by historical figures, and history mocks
important figures who left an impact behind them in areas of life, and the Chinese Empress Tzuhsi,
who was a concubine and then became an empress, after she married the Chinese Emperor
Shianfeng (1850-1861), as she was able with her cleverness, brilliant intelligence and activity to be
the first lady in China and rule the Celestial Empire after the death of her husband in 1861AD,
when she was twenty-five years old, and with her political cunning she bore full responsibility for
the Chinese people with all its contradictions.

The research includes several main topics, most notably: a brief biography of Tzuhsi's life until she
reached marriageable age, and then her marriage to Emperor Shianfeng in 1853 AD, her powerful
role in the Second Opium War, and her ascension to the throne of China in 1861 AD.
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