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Abstract

This study examines the civilizational role of the al-Shiraji family in Damascus during the centuries
(6-9 AH / 12-15 AD). The family represented an exemplary model of scholarly households that
combined intellectual and administrative contributions to Islamic civilization. The research reveals
several key aspects that distinguished the al-Shiraji family, whose members excelled in Hadith
sciences and jurisprudence while holding prominent religious and administrative positions. A
significant finding of this study is the phenomenon of integration between scholarship and
administrative work among family members, many of whom combined specialized academic
expertise with leadership roles in managing educational and religious institutions. The study also
highlights the social dimensions of the family's influence through their close ties with city notables
and students of knowledge, establishing them as fundamental components of Damascene social
fabric. The research explores the family's adaptability to political changes from the Ayyubid to
Mamluk periods, and emphasizes the crucial role of women in preserving and transmitting Hadith
heritage, demonstrating active female participation in scholarly fields during this era. Findings
show the al-Shiraji family's remarkable ability to maintain scholarly and administrative continuity
across three consecutive centuries despite military challenges, including the Timurid invasion. This
study makes significant contributions to understanding the formation mechanisms of scholarly and
administrative elites in Islamic urban centers. Its importance lies in revealing a comprehensive
model of science-society interaction in Islamic history, opening new research horizons on the role
of family units in civilization-building. The research employs analytical historical methodology,
drawing on diverse historical sources including biographical dictionaries and historical chronicles
to present a holistic view of the family's civilizational achievements.

Keywords: Scholarly families, Islamic civilization, Umayyad Mosque, Ansari, Bayt al-Mal
administration, Hisba.
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