Journal of the University of Babylon for Humanities Mbﬁ\/)ﬁ;\lv\)\sv\;\amﬁﬁ

s, - 7

Vol.33/ No.11/ 2025 X-¥o /vy Sol/ v Al

[25g0il 1S5l £lui yraltoll Rl Fasuoll gyll R Lpglaly doclill dgdll
Al G plasd
sanll 58] IS / s Aol s s (8

Fine.shamaa.hussan@uobabylon.edu.iq
AR CNARVA R RETEW{IPRAY TP AR LV ARV R MYy YL Yove /N /Y sl A g

1 paldial)

psehe (il ye Gaelaa¥ly Dlleadl Gl (o camy Maliie Lo abin gy a pusal) lladll 5 Canll 128 Cany
b pem Loy ARSN ) il g g el Jual il g Adbalall e Al Sl e 8l ol 50 e A,E,A_;m Aacldll g g8l
oasall o iy ¥ o ped)l Glhalld Caiely il Gllul e Tage LaludY)y L8EDN @) 5y 5e55 el Gl ) JSin
Ay Sl Alalall g gl Aef) 5 ol iy igay S Selin] e Wt sisull Rashie s ey Jy iy lsal
Al a3 e WUl s aglhadll il Casly AR el o 350 Ljes Allea Jilus aclilly SR Qi e Jasts
saill o da il cadel Cua iz el (3 deelill gl Clad uns Lids a3 e dda s (S0 gd plad) e i) Jsliy
(888 6 pualnall 481 jall 3l 5l a8l e g 1S5 &l 5 vy Mea g 3e) lhad oY Ll e gl s ol 21 AV
G el Loty g all leumd ) o 3aL 5 cdpoall (I Guaal) i G |y cglesally Ajally sl G Ll oo
sale] o 5358 5,08 lliay el (o Byl 038 (e iadl Gy L adinall 3 Jeldll b s una g sLall 5 Jagdl Cani S
By g ey helaals Ll Wil censl o sl don i o 1o L Tome o jliels decll) (55l s U
JiSE 3 Aleld s alaag Lo g5 ¢ an gy iblall Ll o 4l Jundy Lpulpal) s T8 panl) 250adl 5 slai 33055 Allen
e Lial) s AE) 55 0 5 )k sale) 5 ad) sall

Ja gl cdeclill 3 81 AN cilalsl

Soft Power and Its Effect on Theatrical Production:

Lorca’s Women as a Model

Shaimaa Hussein Taher
Theatrical Arts / University of Babylon / College of Fine Arts

Abstract

This research examines theatrical discourse as an interwoven fabric that integrates both aesthetic and
social structures through the employment of the concept of soft power, regarded as one of the most
influential indirect tools of impact grounded in emotion, symbolic communication, and subtle expressions.
Such a discourse contributes to shaping public opinion and reinforcing cultural and human values away
from coercive and violent means. Theatrical discourse is not confined to dialogic texts; rather, it unfolds
through the scenographic system-lighting, décor, music, and performance techniques-that highlights
psychological, emotional, and intellectual dimensions, engaging the audience and persuading them through
aesthetic and symbolic strategies capable of fostering trust and producing the intended effect.

From this perspective, the study investigates the play Lorca’s Women as an applied model that
embodies the discourse of soft power in theatre. The director employed text, direction, performance, and
scenography to construct a symbolic aesthetic discourse inspired by Lorca’s legacy while projecting it onto
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the reality of contemporary Iragi women. The play reveals their suffering under repression, isolation, and
deprivation, while expressing a profound yearning for freedom and a rejection of wars and their devastating
consequences that have perpetuated marginalization, exclusion, and the silencing of women’s active social
role.

Through this analytical approach, the research demonstrates that theatre possesses a unique capacity
to reproduce the discourse of soft power, functioning as a cultural platform capable of consolidating
collective awareness of human and social issues. Moreover, it transmits aesthetic and symbolic messages
that transcend geographical and political boundaries owing to its emotional and affective impact-thus
positioning theatre as an effective tool in shaping attitudes and reshaping cultural and social visions.

Keywords: Soft Power )
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