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Legislative treatment for drug users and addicts according to the Iragi Narcotics and
Psychotropic Substance Law No. 50 of 2017
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Legislative treatment of drug users and addicts is achieved through the therapeutic

measures stipulated in Articles (39) and (40)of the Iragi Narcotics and Psychotropic
Substances Law No. 50 of 2017 Therapeutic measures are the second legal means alongside
the penalties approved by the Iraqi legislator.When the conditions stipulated in Article (39)
are met, therapeutic measures are taken as an alternative to imposing a penalty. However, if
the user refuses to complete his treatment, this is considered a refusal of treatment, and a
penalty restricting freedom is imposed against him. If the conditions of Article (40) are met
by submitting a request for treatment from the user or addict, this prevents the filing of a
criminal case. In the view of the Iraqi legislator ,punishment cannot achieve its effectiveness
and efficacy in special cases, given that punishment alone is ineffective Rather, it is
appropriate to find the means to rehabilitate drug users and addicts This is to protect
themselves and society .
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