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Abstract:

This research provides a comprehensive study of the nature of the Mongol
challenge that confronted the Islamic world in the sixth and seventh centuries
AH, focusing on the reasons that led to the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate in
Baghdad in 656 AH. The research presents the origins of the Mongols and the
characteristics of their nomadic society, as well as the environmental and political
factors that drove their westward expansion. It also examines the confrontation
between the Khwarazmian Empire and the Mongols, and the factors that led to its
collapse despite Jalal ad-Din Manguberdi's attempts to resist the Mongol
advance. The research highlights the weakness of the political and military
structure of the Abbasid Caliphate during the reign of al-Musta'sim Billah, the
exacerbation of internal divisions, and the role of the vizier Ibn al-Algami and
factional forces in weakening the internal front. It sheds light on the Mongol
preparations and the strength of their organization, which ultimately led to the
siege and fall of Baghdad and the resulting cultural and political consequences.
The research concludes that the fall of the Abbasid state was not solely due to
Mongol power, but rather the result of a long accumulation of internal weakness
and political fragmentation, which rendered the Caliphate incapable of
confronting the greatest military challenge in its history.

Keywords: Mongols, Abbasid Caliphate, Fall of Baghdad, Jalal ad-Din
Manguberdi, Hulagu, Khwarazmian Empire, Mongol expansion.
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