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Abstract:

The positions of both Egypt and Iraq regarding proposed defense pacts for the
Middle East in the early 1950s diverged completely. Iraq, under British
sponsorship, adopted a number of Western projects presented to it during that
period, while Egypt clearly and explicitly distanced itself from those projects.
However, the path Iraq chose ultimately led to the formation of the Baghdad Pact
in 1955. When this pact came into existence, the Egyptian administration was
keen to isolate it in all Arab countries, igniting a public battle between Egypt and
Iraq. Throughout the period from 1955 until Iraq's withdrawal in 1959, Iraq's
rulers were the target of Egyptian press attacks, and they were contained in all the
countries and places they aimed to bring into the alliance.

Based on this, the current research addresses the Baghdad Pact in the
Egyptian press from 1955 to 1959 by tracking Egyptian newspapers' coverage of
Iraq’s role in supporting Western powers to establish defense projects and pacts
in the Middle East. These efforts were intended to achieve British ambitions and
limit the infiltration of communist influence in the region through the formation
of a political and military organization consisting of Arab states and Northern
Tier countries under the name Baghdad Pact. This pact ultimately failed as a
result of the Egyptian stance, the rise of the Arab nationalist current, and the
support of a large number of Arab regimes at the time for the Egyptian policy,
which rejected linking the Arab world to Western alliances and distracting Arab
peoples from the issue of Palestine and confronting the threat of Zionism. In this
framework, the Egyptian press provided a strong dissenting voice, portraying the
pact as an imperialist tool against Arabism and independence, and its role was
prominent in mobilizing Arab public opinion against the Baghdad Pact until
Iraq's withdrawal from it in 1959.

Keywords: Egyptian Press, Baghdad Pact, Nuri al-Said, Egypt, Iraq.
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