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Abstract: This study aimed to determine the level of podcast adoption in Kurdish
digital media by measuring the objectives and adoption level of media students at Erbil
Technical University. The study also sought to identify the sample's demographic
characteristics, and reveal their listening habits and preferred patterns.

This is a descriptive study that used a survey methodology. A questionnaire was used as
the main tool to collect data from a sample of 114 respondents. The data was
statistically analyzed using multiple tests, including Cronbach's alpha coefficient for
reliability, Pearson's correlation tests, T-tests, and analysis of variance (ANOVA).

The study's population was media students at the Technical University. The sample was
a stratified random sample, primarily based on the demographic characteristics of the
population and the sample members. The media dependency theory was employed in
this study, given the suitability of its subject matter to the theory's principles and
assumptions.

The results showed that the main motivation for using podcasts is to acquire knowledge
and develop skills, as 82.5% of the respondents agreed to using them for this purpose.
The study also revealed that the majority of the audience are young people (62.3%) with
a high level of education. As for platforms, YouTube dominated as the most used
platform (50.96%). The results also indicated a statistically significant positive
relationship between podcast use and cognitive (learning) and social (relationship
building) goals. The study revealed high levels of listener satisfaction, with 82.5% of
them recommending podcasts to their friends.

Keywords: Adoption level, Podcasts, Kurdish digital media.
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