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Abstract:

Education holds immense importance in advanced societies, as it is the
cornerstone of cultivating civilized individuals upon whom peace is built.
Therefore, nations have strived to reform educational curricula and establish
educational institutions to elevate and develop their societies and advance their
cultures. In the Ottoman provinces, including Baghdad, education was subject to
the Ottoman state, which regulated its course through laws, regulations, and
directives issued periodically. The results of this reform became clearly evident in
Baghdad after the enactment of the Public Education Law, a fruit of the 1869
reforms implemented by Governor Midhat Pasha. This reform, which took place
in Baghdad towards the end of the Ottoman era, also emphasized modern
education (civil and military preparatory schools, military secondary schools, and
vocational schools), replacing the previous reliance on traditional Quranic
schools (kuttabs) in mosques, Sufi lodges (tekkes), and the homes and shops of
teachers (mullahs). Most of these schools were offered as charitable endowments,
while in some cases, parents paid a small fee to the teachers (mullahs).
Keywords: Education, Baghdad, Schools, Ottoman State, Military
Preparatory School.
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