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Abstract
Cultural heritage and forms of cultural expression constitute the civilizational identity of human societies,
reflecting universal human values and the general principles upheld by states. These elements play a vital role in
motivating societies to achieve justice, equality, and sustainable development. Consequently, international
organizations concerned with cultural affairs bear the responsibility of adopting protective measures to safeguard
these elements and ensure their transmission to future generations.This study offers a comprehensive analysis of
the approach adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in
protecting cultural expressions and traditional knowledge within the domain of intangible cultural heritage, with
a specific focus on their application to the Ziyarat al-Arbaeen. The primary objective of this research is to
identify the characteristics of protecting such knowledge and artistic expressions, and to explore the relationship
between UNESCO’s protection mechanisms and the available protective frameworks outlined in international
heritage-related instruments. These instruments are examined in the context of the folklore and ritual practices
associated with the massive pilgrimage and its humanitarian expressions.The study particularly focuses on
international treaties developed and adopted under UNESCO's auspices, tracing the historical timeline during
which the issue of safeguarding cultural expressions was incorporated into the agenda of international
conferences. It also examines UNESCO’s independent initiatives and their implications for the case of
“Providing Services and Hospitality during the Ziyarat al-Arbaeen, which has been inscribed on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.The concept of intangible cultural heritage,
as defined by the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, is analyzed and
compared with the categories of “cultural expressions” and “global folklore” as outlined in relevant international
instruments, notably the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions. The study further explores the applicability of these frameworks to the social practices, artistic
methods, and cultural expressions manifested during participation in the Ziyarat al-Arbaeen.

Keywords: World Cultural Heritage, International Conventions, Standards of International Law, Human
ights, Sustainable Development, Imam Hussein, Ziyarat al-Arbaeen.
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