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The Foreign Policy of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan towards the
Super Powers (1971-1990 )A Case Study of the the United States and the
Soviet Union
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Summary:

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan has played an important role in shaping the
foreign policy of the United Arab Emirates since its establishment in 1971, especially
with the governments of Washington and Moscow as one of the most important
international powers after the end of World War II.

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan adopted a wise and balanced policy with
these two countries. He did not enter into their Cold War and did not take sides with
one of them against the other, but stopped at one distance, to prevent making his
country a battlefield between them. Despite his close relationship with the United
States as a developed superpower, he did not challenge the Soviet Union, which was
focusing then on the ideological side and trying to reach the Arabian Gulf by any
means. When he found, with his insight, that the opportunity had become available
in the 1980s to establish relations with the Soviets, he did not hesitate to establish
relations with them.

The paper aims to trace the UAE's relations with the United States and the
Soviet Union at an important historical stage in its diplomatic development, which
was established by Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in which he maintained his
country's independence in a world of more conflict, competition and power than

cooperation and understanding.
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