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Hlyrian Wars

Assistant lecturer. Hassan Saeed Obaid

University Mustansiriya

Summary

he Illyrian Wars are a series of wars that broke out between the ancient
TRoman Republic and the kingdoms and principalities of Illyria in the
western Balkans, during the period extending from the third century BC
to the first century AD. Among the reasons that led to these wars was II-
lyrian piracy, as the Illyrians practiced piracy in the Adriatic Sea, which
harmed Roman trade and angered Rome and Roman expansion, as Rome
sought to expand its influence in the Balkan region, and Illyria represented
an obstacle to this expansion in addition to the internal conflicts in Illyria,
as the Illyrian kingdoms and principalities suffered from internal conflicts,
which weakened them and made them vulnerable to Roman intervention.
The most important of these wars are the First Illyrian War (229-228 BC),
which ended with the victory of Rome and the establishment of a Roman
protectorate in some Illyrian regions, the Second Illyrian War (220-219
BC), which ended with the victory of Rome and the expansion of its influ-
ence in Illyria, and the Third Illyrian War (168 BC): ended with the victory

of Rome and the annexation of Illyria to the Roman Republic.

Keywords: Illyria, Celts-Illyrians, Romans, Civil War, Piracy
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