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erence to Him that Elijah said:
If this Master will wish it so,
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said
to Elijjah: When will the Mes-
siah come? Elijah said to him:
Go ask him. Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Levi asked: And where is
he sitting? Elijah said to him: At
the entrance of the city of Rome.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked
him: And what is his identifying
sign by means of which I can
recognize him? Elijah answered:
He sits among the poor who suf-
fer from illnesses. And all of
them untie their bandages and
tie them all at once, but the Mes-
siah unties one bandage and ties
one at a time. He says: Perhaps I
will be needed to serve to bring
about the redemption. There-
fore, I will never tie more than
one bandage, so that I will not
be delayed. Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Levi went to the Messiah. He
said to the Messiah: Greetings
to you, my rabbi and my teacher.
The Messiah said to him: Greet-
ings to you, bar Leva’i. Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi said to him:
When will the Master come?
The Messiah said to him: Today.
Sometime later, Rabbi Yehoshua
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«Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi found
Elijjah the prophet, who was
standing at the entrance of the
burial cave of Rabbi Shimon ben
Yohai. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
said to him: Will I be privileged
to come to the World-to-Come?
Elijjah said to him: If this Master,
the Holy One, Blessed be He,
will wish it so. Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Levi says: Two I saw, Elijah
and me, and the voice of three
I heard, as the Divine Presence
was also there, and it was in ref-
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ben Levi came to Elijjah. Elijah
said to him: What did the Messi-
ah say to you? He said to Elijah
that the Messiah said: Greetings
[shalom] to you, bar Leva’i. Eli-
jah said to him: He thereby guar-
anteed that you and your father
will enter the World-to-Come,
as he greeted you with shalom.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to
Elijah: The Messiah lied to me,
as he said to me: I am coming to-
day, and he did not come. Elijah
said to him that this is what he
said to you: He said that he will
come “today, if you will listen to
his voice”™)
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«Eljjah the prophet said to Rav
Yehuda, brother of Rav Sala
Hasida: The world will exist no
fewer than eighty-five Jubilee
cycles, or 4,250 years. And dur-
ing the final Jubilee, the son of
David will come. Rav Yehuda
said to Elijah: Will the Messiah
come during the beginning of
the Jubilee or during its end?
Eljjah said to Rav Yehuda: I do
not know. Rav Yehuda asked:
Will this last Jubilee cycle end
before the Messiah comes or
will it not yet end before his
coming? Elijah said to him: I do
not know. Rav Ashi says: This
is what Elijah said to him: Un-
til that time do not anticipate his
coming; from this point forward
anticipate his coming. Elijah did
not inform Rav Yehuda of the
date of the coming of the Mes-
siah»©0),
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«Rabba bar Sheila®” found Elijah the

prophet, who had appeared to him. He
said to Elijah: What is the Holy One,
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Blessed be He, doing? Elijah said to
him: He is stating halakhot transmit-
ted by all of the Sages, but in the name
of Rabbi Meir He will not speak. He
said to him: Why He replied: Because
he learned halakhot from the mouth of
Aher. He said to him: Why should he
be judged unfavorably for that? Rabbi
Meir found a pomegranate and ate its
contents while throwing away its peel.
He said to him: Indeed, your defense
has been heard above. Now God is say-

ing: My son, Meir, says...”¢®
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«Once, the Jews wished to send a
gift [doron] to the house of the
emperor. They said: Who should
go and present this gift? Let
Nahum of Gam Zu go,® as he
is accustomed to miracles. They
sent with him a chest [sifta]
full of jewels and pearls, and
he went and spent the night in
a certain inn. During the night,
these residents of the inn arose
and took all of the precious jew-
els and pearls from the chest,
and filled it with earth. The next
day, when he saw what had hap-
pened, Nahum of Gam Zu said:
This too is for the good. Elijah
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heard this, the residents of the
inn thought thatthe soil upon
which their house stood had
miraculous powers. They tore
down their inn and brought the
soil underneath to the king’s
palace. They said to him: That
earth that was brought here was
from our property. The miracle
had been performed only in the
merit of Nahum of Gam Zu. The
emperor tested the inn’s soil in
battle, and it was not found to
have miraculous powers, and he
had these residents of the inn put
to death»(®.
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the Prophet came and appeared
before the ruler as one of his
ministers. He said to the ruler:
Perhaps this earth is from the
earth of their father Abraham. As
when he threw earth, it turned
into swords, and when he threw
stubble, it turned into arrows, as
it is written in ainterpreted this
verse as a reference to Abraham
“His sword makes them as the
dust, his bow as the driven stub-
ble”®4,

Was one province that the Romans
were unable to conquer. They
took some of this earth, tested it
by throwing it at their enemies,
and conquered that province.
When the ruler saw that this
earth indeed had miraculous
powers, his servants entered his
treasury and filled Nahum of
Gam Zu’s chest with precious
jewels and pearls and sent him
off with great honor.

When Nahum of Gam Zu came to
spend the night at that same inn,
the residents said to him: What
did you bring with you to the
emperor that he bestowed upon
you such great honor? He said
to them: That which I took from
here, I brought there. When they
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do something to save her. Rabbi
Meir took a vessel [tarkeva] full
of dinars and went. He said to
himself: If no transgression was
committed with her, a miracle
will be performed for her; if she
committed a transgression, no
miracle will be performed for
her Rabbi Meir went and dressed
as a Roman knight, and said to
her: Accede to my wishes, i.e.,
engage in intercourse with me.
She said to him: I am menstru-
ating [dashtana] and cannot. He
said to her: I will wait. She said
to him: There are many wom-
en in the brothel, and there are
manywomen here who are more
beautiful than I. He said to him-
self: I can conclude from her re-
sponses that she did not commit
a transgression, as she presum-
ably said this to all who come.
Rabbi Meir went over to her
guard, and said to him: Give her
to me. The guard said to him: |
fear that if I do so, I will be pun-
ished by the government. Rabbi
Meir said to him: Take this ves-
sel full of dinars; give half to the
government as a bribe, and half
will be for you. The guard said
to him: But when the money is
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«Berurya, the wife of Rabbi Meir,
was a daughter of Rabbi Hanina
ben Teradyon®. She said to
Rabbi Meir: It is a disrespect-
ful matter for me that my sister
1s sitting in a brothel; you must
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man with this face should bring
him here. One day, Romans saw
Rabbi Meir and ran after him, and
he ran away from them and en-
tered a brothel to hide. Somesay
he then escaped capture because
he saw food cooked by gentiles
and dipped [temash] this finger
in the food and tasted it with that
other finger, and thereby fooled
them into thinking that he was
eating their food, which they
knew Rabbi Meir would not do.
And some say that he escaped
detection because Elijah came,
appeared to them as a prostitute
and embraced Rabbi Meir. The
Romans who were chasing him
said: Heaven forbid, if this were
Rabbi Meir, he would not act in
that manner»®.
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finished, what shall I do? Rabbi
Meir said to him: Say: God of
Meir answer me! And you will
be saved. The guard said to him:
And who can say that this is the
case, that I will be saved by this
utterance? Rabbi Meir said to
him: You will now see. There
were these carnivorous dogs
that would devour people; Rabbi
Meir took a clod of earth, threw
it at them, and when they came
to devour him, he said: God of
Meir answer me! The dogs then
left him alone, and after seeing
this the guard gave the daughter
of Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon
to Rabbi Meir.Ultimately the
matter was heard in the king’s
court, and the guard, who was
brought and taken to be hanged,
said: God of Meir answer me!
They then lowered him down,
as they were unable to hang him.
They said to him: What is this?
He said to them: This was the in-
cident that occurred, and he pro-
ceeded to relate the entire story
to them. They then went and en-
graved the image of Rabbi Meir
at the entrance of Rome where it
would be seen by everyone, and
they said: Anyone who sees a
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«One who swallowed a snake
should be fed hops in salt, and
then he should be made to run a
distance of three mil. The Gema-
ra relates: Rav Shimi bar Ashi®
saw a person who swallowed a
snake, and Rav Ashi appeared to
that person as a horseman. Rav
Shimi fed himhops with salt and
made him run in front of him for
three mil, and the snake came
out of him in pieces. Some say
that Rav Shimi bar Ashi was the
one who swallowed a snake, and
Elijah came and appeared to Rav
Ashi as a horseman. He fed him
hops with salt and made him run
in front of him for three mil, an-
dthe snake came out of him in
pieces. One who was bitten by
a snake should have the fetus of
a white donkey brought to him,
and it should be torn open and
placed on the snakebite”.
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gels accompany all of the other Sages»
chariots as they ascend and descend,
except for the chariot of Rabbi Hiyya,
which ascends and descends of its own
accord, due to his greatness. The Sage
relating this story continued: I was un-
able to restrain myself, and I gazed
upon Rabbi Hiyyas chariot. Two fiery
flames came and struck that man, i.e.,
me, and blinded his eyes. The next day,
I went and prostrated on Dakhi Hius»s
burial caste in cuplication I said. I
study the baraitot of the Master, Rabbi
Hiyya; please pray on my behalf. And
my vision was healed, but my eyes re-
mained scorched»™
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Rav Haviva said: Rav Haviva bar Sur-
makei told me: I once saw one of the
Sages whom Elijah the prophet would
visit, and his eyes looked beautiful and
healthy in the morning, but appeared to
be charred by fire in the evening. I said
to him: What is this phenomenon? And
he said to me: I said to Elijah: Show
me the Sages upon their ascension to
the heavenly academy. Elijah said to
me: You may gaze at all of them except
for those in the chariot [miguharka] of
Rabbi Hiyya, upon whom you may not
gaze. | asked Elijah: What are the signs
of Rabbi Hiyyars chariot, so I will

know when not to look? He said: An-
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of Rav Sala Hasida: Donot get
angry and you will not sin. Do
not get drunk and you will not
sin. And when you set out on a
journey, consult with your Cre-
ator, and then set out. The Ge-
mara asks: What is the meaning
of: Consult with your Creator,
and then set out? Rabbi Ya’akov
said that Rav Hisda said: That is
the traveler’s prayer. And Rabbi
Ya’akov said that Rav Hisda
said: It is not only good advice,
but established halakha that any-
one who sets out on a journey
must recite the traveler’s prayer
prior to embarking on his jour-
ney».®?
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«On the topic of prayers recited
while traveling and in times of
danger, the Gemara discusses the
traveler’s prayer. When he ap-

peared to him, Elijah the Proph-
et said to Rav Yehuda brother
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shechter, solomon, studies in Judaism, the

jewish publication societyof Of Ameri-

ca, (Philadelphia,1924), p144.
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Skolnik, Encyclopedia Judalca, vol 18,
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Skolnik, fred, Encyclopedia Judalca, 2ed,
keter publishing hour itd, (Thom-

son:1945), vol: 7, p366.
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45. Babylonian talmud, Sanhedrin, chap-
terll, 98a.
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47. Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin, chap-
terll, p97.
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50. Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin, chap-
terll, p97.
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(lessons from rabbinic rabbinic stories
about Elijah the prophet who never
died), city university of new york-
brooklyn college, (newyork: 2018), p9

37.isaacs, abram s, stories from the rabbis,
Charles 1. webster, (new york:1893),
p96

38. Patai, Raphael, hata bar-itzhak, encylo-
pediaof jewish folklore and traditions,

published me sharpe (London- new
york: 2012) p158
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42. Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin,

chapter11,98a
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The Talmud and the stories of Elijah

Noor Jabir Aiyash
Supervised by: A. Prof. Dr Ra'id Rahim Khudeir

Imam Al-Kadhim College for Islamic Sciences Department of History

Abstract

It is mentioned in the Torah that Elijah ascended in the heavenly storm. This

event preoccupied the Jewish community. Which made them believe that
Elijah is alive and will appear at the end of time, and that he is a mediator
between heaven and earth or vice versa, and this is what appears through
his meeting with the rabbis. In addition to that, there are a number of sto-
ries that were mentioned about Elijah in the Babylonian Talmud that we
cited and discussed what was mentioned, as we discussed the revelation
of Elijah. Who is the mediator? Where he performs miracles and supports
the oppressed, in addition to the legal issues that are postponed until Eli-
jah’s arrival. The rabbis believed that no one could answer these questions
except Elijah. In addition, there was a collection of sayings about Elijah in
the Midrash.

Keywords: Elijah, Talmud, Elijah revelation, Midrash.
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