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The Reality of Interdisciplinary Studies Issued by the
House of Wisdom Foundation
An Analytical Study

Prof. Dr. Haidar Qasim Matar Al-Tamimi

House of Wisdom / Department of Historical Studies

Abstract

hile the nineteenth century was characterized by the fragmentation of

knowledge into different specialized fields, disciplines were—and still
are—an important area for knowledge production and distribution. They
evolved as a result of what is now seen as a project of integration, through
the strengthening and re-establishment of boundaries between them, par-
ticularly in universities and research centers that focus on convergent
fields of science and research disciplines. As a result, interdisciplinary
studies capture the work conducted across these boundaries, despite their
sometimes-perceived skepticism, as they lack the rigor or precision associ-
ated with disciplinary outputs. Therefore, while the categories of "special-
ization" and "multidisciplinary” arise as a result of the social creation and
distribution of knowledge and the resulting epistemological principles, the
lack of institutional support has sometimes marginalized interdisciplinary
research, or been perceived as lacking in robustness and rigor.

Based on the above, we chose the subject of this research to address the real-
ity of studies accredited in the eight journals published by one of Iraq's
most prominent research and think tanks, Bayt al-Hikma, with direct af-
filiation to the Iraqi Council of Ministers, for the years 2020-2024, as
the study's timeline. These peer-reviewed journals provided an opportu-
nity to interact with colleagues familiar with frameworks, techniques, and
methodologies from other disciplines, providing a means to explore social
issues in a more productive manner. Its editors found that integrating hu-
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manities disciplines can provide more than just context; it can also deepen
understanding.

The multidisciplinary journals of the Department of Studies at Bayt al-Hikma
contain valuable articles, research notes, review articles, and book reviews
on historical research and works in applied fields such as economics, de-
mography, politics, philosophy, religion, sociology, and others.

To achieve the primary objective of this study—to obtain an accurate picture
of the reality of interdisciplinary studies and their position within the re-
search published in the Department of Studies journals at Bayt al-Hikma
Foundation in Baghdad—we adopted an analytical-statistical approach.
We believe this approach will provide a fairly clear picture of this category
of research and studies. Although they are generally specialized in the hu-
manities, what we discover later will indicate the reality of the possibil-
ity of achieving interconnectedness and integration between them and the
pure sciences.

Keywords: Multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed journals, humanities, Bayt al-
Hikma, Baghdad
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