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Abstract:

The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) had a great impact on the Kurds in general,
and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in particular, as it cast a shadow over
the PUK due to the major role it played in the Kurdish regions, Moreover, this
war prepared the appropriate ground for the party to assume an important and
influential role in the Kurdish arena, if the party played a prominent military role,
and formed military alliances with some Kurdish parties to confront the Iraqi
regime, especially after the international support it received from some,
especially (Iran and Syria), The party exploited this support and Iraq's
preoccupation with the war, and strengthened its military front in order to achieve
its primary goal, which was self-rule over the Kurdish regions.

Keywords: Iraq, Iran, Kurdish parties, Kurdistan, war.
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