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Abstract:

The eighteenth century witnessed significant political and commercial
developments in the Arabian Gulf< most notably the emergence of the Qawasim
as a major maritime and trading power that dominated commerce and navigation
in the region. This rise alarmed Britain¢< which regarded the Qawasim as a force
threatening its colonial and commercial interests in the Gulf. British policy in the
region centered on securing its trade routes and expanding its imperial influence.
As the power of the Qawasim grew« Britain sought cooperation with the rulers of
Oman to eliminate Qawasim strength and presence. This collaboration led to a
series of naval military campaigns aimed at destroying Qawasim ships¢ townss
and fortresses¢ and to the imposition of treaties designed to weaken their control
over the waters of the Arabian Gulf.

Keywords: Great Britain< the Qawasim« the Busaidi Dynasty« the Arabian
Gulf.
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