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Russia under Tsar Paul 1 (1796-1801)
A Historical Study
Dr. Majid Hamid Huwaidi

Abstract

he reign of Tsar Paul I (1796-1801) marked a significant historical phase

in modern Russian history. His reign represented a chapter in the tsarist
despotism of the Romanov dynasty. During the reign of the aforementioned
Tsar, the forces of feudalism were fully concentrated on the land, and the
military establishment, which he built in the Prussian style, dominated the
country's public affairs. During his reign, the striking force of the Tsarist
court against the opposition forces of protesting peasants became apparent.
The Tsar also joined international alliances against France, with the aim of
preventing the spread of the ideas of the French Revolution into Russia,
especially after Napoleon's invasion of the East in 1798. Consequently,
the Tsar's ill-considered domestic and foreign policies negatively impacted
his rule, and the intervention of foreign powers, including Masonic move-
ments, in Russia ultimately led to his assassination in 1801.

Keywords: Tsarist rule, domestic policy, foreign policy, Freemasonry.
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