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One of the main factors leading to the escalation of counterintelligence
activities and the acceleration of espionage operations is the ongoing attempt to
redraw the map of the Middle East—whether through terrorist organizations,
political regime changes, or internal conflicts that emerged after the Arab
revolutions.

Abstract:

By the late 1980s, following the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, the Middle East had come largely under the influence of the
United States. In order to preserve its global position, the United States adopted
various strategies aimed at maintaining its dominance and influence in the region.

The rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union significantly
affected the dynamics of the Middle East. Intelligence agencies on both sides
sought to mobilize all their resources, utilize pressure groups, and exploit ethnic
and religious structures to achieve their objectives—chiefly to influence and
control targeted governments and to disrupt the plans of rival states.

Major powers, led by the United States, have continued to exert great efforts
to maintain their policies of control over various nations. Intelligence agencies
have played a pivotal and influential role in both regional and international
politics. Among the most prominent of these agencies are: the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States, the British Secret Intelligence
Service (M16), the Israeli Mossad, the Syrian Intelligence Service, the Turkish
National Intelligence Organization (MIT), the Iranian Intelligence Service, the
Soviet Committee for State Security (KGB), the Russian Federal Security Service
(FSB), the German Federal Intelligence Service (BND), and the French
Directorate-General for External Security (DGSE).

Keywords: spy networks, Middle East, World War I1, Cold War.
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