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Abstract:

This study examines the political, economic, and social conditions of the
Kingdom of Jerusalem during the reign of Queen Sibylla (582-586 AH), who
ascended the throne amidst complex political turmoil marked by succession
disputes and the illness of King Baldwin IV until his death in 580 AH. The
research indicates that governance during this critical period suffered from severe
internal divisions and weak centralized authority. It reveals that the kingdom was
plagued by internal divisions and a lack of centralized leadership, which paved
the way for its military collapse in the face of the Muslim forces led by Saladin,
culminating in the decisive Battle of Hattin in 583 AH and the subsequent
surrender of Jerusalem.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical historical methodology, drawing on
both contemporary and modern sources. The findings indicate that internal
political disintegration played a more decisive role in the kingdom’s fall than
external threats. The study also highlights Queen Sibylla’s efforts to maintain
authority despite internal opposition and political fragmentation, concluding that
her reign marked a turning point in the decline of Crusader power in the Levant.

Keywords: Kingdom of Jerusalem, Queen Sibylla, Crusades, Saladin, Battle
of Hattin.
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