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Abstract:

The press is considered one of the most prominent means of political,
social, intellectual and cultural change in Lebanon. Its role has emerged since the
middle of the nineteenth century and has continued to have political and
intellectual influence until today. Therefore, this research deals with the
biography of the Lebanese journalist, writer, and historian, Samir Kassir, as one
of the most prominent Lebanese figures who combined journalistic and political
work in the contemporary history of Lebanon. Detailing his biography, his
educational and academic career, and his cultural and intellectual upbringing,
then tracing his journalistic activity in supporting public freedoms and rights in
Lebanon and the Arab world by reviewing his articles and his intellectual and
political positions that formed a reference in the critical awareness of a
generation of Lebanese youth in 2005, In addition to his role in establishing a
bold critical political discourse against the Syrian presence and foreign
interference in Lebanese affairs, especially after he founded a political movement
called (the Democratic Left Movement) in 2004, and then his involvement in the
civil and political movement that paved the way for the “Independence Uprising”
in 2005, after he played a pivotal role in mobilizing public opinion against the
Syrian presence in Lebanon, Until he became one of its most prominent leaders,
and ended up documenting the circumstances of his assassination in Beirut in
June 2005, the parties that were accused of carrying out that crime, and the
positions on it, as one of the most important Lebanese journalists who opposed
the Syrian presence in Lebanon.

Keywords: Lebanon, Lebanese press, Samir Kassir, political assassinations,
independence uprising.
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