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British Army Indians and Their Military Role
in the Twentieth Revolution (1916-1920)
Asst. Lect. Dalal Manal Noori
Kirkuk University — College of Education for Women

Abstract

During the first World War India was a British colony, so British relied heav-
ily on the Indian soldiers who brought them from India when it occupied
Iraq to fight in the ranks of its army since the beginning of their descent in
Basra in 1914 They carry out all the orders required of them and bear the
hardships, killing, hunger and siege that they had been exposed to during
their crawling and their progress with the British forces in the north to oc-
cupy the rest of Iraq, and they were subjected to the besiege of kut in 1916,
and who suffered from what they suffered and other events and the hard-
ships of the battles that they were exposed to while they were continuing
affiliated with the British army until Britain managed the efforts of those
forces to occupy the rest of Iraq and expel the Ottoman forces from it in
1918 they also had a great role in the Great Iraqi Revolution (the Twen-
tieth Revolution) so they constituted the majority in the British army that
fought the Iraq revolutionaries as they endured most of the human losses
in the dead, wounded and prisoners during the course of the revolution
Therefore, we can say that Britain from the beginning of its existence in
Iraq until the end of the twentieth revolution and is mainly dependent on
its fighting on the Indian military forces, and that was proven by the Brit-
ish and Iraqi documents and other sources that confirmed that important
role that they played through their positions and statistics of their numbers
mentioned by those sources, which history cannot ignore.
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