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Abstract:

In the border regions of the spread of Islam« amsar (garrison towns) emerged:«
serving as bases for further conquests. Over time« these amsar developed into
urban and administrative centers. This was particularly the case with the Iraqi
city of Basra¢ one of the earliest Arab cities to experience urbanization outside
the Arabian Peninsula in the first century AH / seventh century CE.

Socially« Basra was marked by crises and political as well as tribal conflicts.
After the Islamic conquest¢ the population of Basra consisted of Arabs¢ non-
Arabs¢ and slaves. Among the Arabs¢< most belonged to tribes such as the Hijazis¢
Banu Bakr ibn Wa’il¢ Al-Azd¢< Banu Tamim¢ and Abd al-Qays.

Basran women played a distinctive role in society at that time¢ with active
participation in political and commercial life. The people of Basra also practiced
specific rituals and customs their cel.

Keywords: cities, social life, Basra, Islamic conquest.
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