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Abstract:

This study explores the trade routes and their role in the prosperity of al-
Andalus during the Umayyad era (138—422 AH / 755-1031 AD), highlighting
their importance in shaping the region’s economic and cultural landscape. The
network of land and maritime routes connected Andalusian cities with each other
and with the Islamic East, North Africa, and Europe, turning al-Andalus into a
hub of commercial and cultural exchange. These routes facilitated the movement
of goods, agricultural products, and crafts, contributing to market growth and
social interaction. The Umayyad rulers’ attention to building and maintaining
roads served not only economic purposes but also political and military ones,
ensuring the unity and stability of the state. Thus, trade routes were a key factor
in the flourishing of al-Andalus and its emergence as one of the most prosperous
centers of Islamic civilization in the western Islamic world.

Keywords: Trade Routes, Al-Andalus, Umayyad Era, Economic Prosperity,
Cultural Exchange.
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