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Abstract:

Khalifa ibn Khayyat is regarded as one of the renowned scholars in the fields of
Hadith, history, and genealogy. He was born in Basra, where he acquired his
knowledge and culture, and he grew up in an intellectual environment that
included his grandfather and father. However, the available sources do not
provide us with a clear and detailed account of his scholarly life; what has been
mentioned about him is rather limited, including only his name, lineage, teachers,
students, works, and death. Ibn Khayyat was among the distinguished scholars of
Basra, having received knowledge from eminent teachers, while students from
various cities traveled to him to learn. The praise he received from scholars
greatly contributed to his fame. His book on history is considered one of the most
significant works dealing with important historical events that may not be found
in other historians’ writings, as it provides the names of those who held
administrative positions in the governance of cities and those who undertook
various religious and civil offices, including the judiciary. This administrative
aspect is among the essential elements addressed in this study, in which the
biographies of judges are classified according to cities and within the specified
historical periods. The research is divided into an introduction, two chapters, and
a list of sources and references. The first chapter deals with the biography of
Khalifa bin Khayyat, while the second chapter sheds light on the biographies and
accounts of judges in Basra, Kufa, and Medina.

Keyword: Khalifa ibn Khayyat, Judges, Basra, Islamic History, Historiography.
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