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Abstract:

The Battle of Ramla was a confrontation between the Muslim army led by
Sultan Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi (Saladin) and the army of the Kingdom of
Jerusalem led by Prince Reynald of Chatillon in the year 573 AH/ 1177 AD. The
battle ended with the defeat of Sultan Saladin, The battle began when Saladin
decided to launch a campaign against the Crusaders. He set out from Cairo with
twenty thousand soldiers and headed toward the southern parts of Palestine. He
encamped at Ascalon, where he encountered little to no resistance. His troops
then dispersed to raid nearby villages and gather spoils.

Later, Saladin assembled part of his army and advanced toward the town of
Ramla, but they were halted by the River Tell al-Safiya. While searching for a
suitable place to cross, a Crusader force launched a sudden attack before the
Muslims could organize their positions. At that moment, Saladin had only a
small number of his commanders and soldiers with him, as most had scattered in
search of plunder.

The fighting soon began, and Saladin’s forces gradually regrouped to engage
the Crusaders. Some of his commanders and relatives fought valiantly; however,
the battle ultimately ended in Saladin’s first defeat at the hands of the Crusaders.
Many of his men were killed or captured, In this research, we will examine the
details of this battle and the reasons behind Saladin’s defeat.

Keywords: Ramla Castle, Saladin Al-Ayyubi, Palestine, Crusader, Muslims.
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