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Abstract:

This research aims to study the Tunisian experience in political openness by
conducting a comparative study of the last years of Habib Bourguiba's rule and
the beginning of Zine El Abidine Ben Ali's rule. The researcher tried to reach the
most prominent results during the period of each experience and conducted a
comparison between them.

The importance of the research comes from revealing the truth of the
experience of political openness during two different eras in Tunisia's political
history by answering three main questions: the circumstances in which the
experience of political pluralism and openness was born, the limits of the actual
practice of those transformations, and whether those transformations were
actually implemented and a new political experience was established that
includes political forces with different orientations .

Keywords: Tunisia, power transitions, Habib Bourguiba, Zine El Abidine
Ben Ali, political pluralism.
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