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The Royal Dutch Navy
and its activities in the Arabian Gulf during the 17th century AD
Prof. Dr. Yousef Sami Farhan Al-Dulaimi
Ms. Duaa Ahmed Fayyad

Abstract

bjectives: The study aims to highlight the importance of the emergence of the

Royal Dutch Navy in 1572 while most of the countries of Europe were tearing
themselves apart in fierce religious wars, it was one of the naval powers that are
referred to as Lebanon so that it was one of the great powers in the field of seas,
which facilitated the way for trade with the East, especially the Arabian Gulf re-
gion, as the Dutch naval forces played a major role in the success of Dutch activ-
ity in the Arabian Gulf, especially in the seventeenth century, and the competition
of other European powers, especially Portuguese and British, with which they
entered into continuous conflicts in the seas of the Arabian Gulf through their
naval fleets.

Methodology: The study relied on the historical research method to know and track
the time period that accompanied the development of the Dutch navy and its great
activity in the seventeenth century, and we also used the descriptive analytical
approach to track the events and war battles led by the Dutch fleets in the Arabian
Gulf, the study contained many diverse sources that tracked the importance of the
Dutch navy and its activity in the Arabian Gulf.

Results: The study found the importance and speed of development of the Royal
Dutch Navy compared to the great powers, especially Britain, as well as the role
of the Dutch Navy and its fleets in supporting Dutch commercial activity in the
East, especially the Arabian Gulf region, and this was the main factor in the secret
of the superiority of Dutch activity in the Arabian Gulf in the seventeenth century.

Conclusion: The study revealed the distinguished role of the Dutch navy and its com-
petition with the Spanish, Portuguese and British fleets in the east, and thus led it
to naval wars in which Dutch superiority was evident in the Arabian Gulf region,
which made it control trade in general in the seventeenth century.

Keywords: Dutch Navy, commercial activity, Persian Gulf, seventeenth century.
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